5-Fold Ministry Equipping

Reflections on katartidzo And The Role of Leadership In Mending One Another's Nets

To identify and define aleadership calling is not the same thing as understanding the practical role or functioning of a leader.
And spiritual gifts and callings are often best identified and recognized by watching what people do and how they respond
in various ministry settings. So, what is the practical role of a leader in house church? In 1 Peter 5:1-5 the Apostle Peter gives
instructions regarding leadership in the church. In verse 3 he says, “nor yet as lording it over those allotted to you charge,
but proving to be examples to the flock.” The last time | heard a church pastor preach on this passage he proceeded, in the
months following that sermon, to institute a heavy handed “shepherding” program which resulted in the leadership “lording”
it over the flock, wounding scores of believers and splitting one of the oldest and largest evangelical churches in our city.

So, what s the practical role of leadership in house church? | found the answerto that question in the Greek word katartidzo.
This powerful Greek word means *“to render (something) fit,” hence to render something “complete.” In classical Greek it
was used to describe the setting or mending of broken bones and of restoring someone to their right mind. As we will soon
see, it is used in the gospels to describe fishermen “mending” their nets (i.e., rendering them once again complete and fit
for fishing). | observed earlier that the physical is often a metaphor for the spiritual. | believe this is true here. Let's face
reality. Life is a process which “shreds’ our nets and sometimes gets them so tangled up that we can barely function. And
like good fishermen, we need a time and a place to sit with other fishermen and “mend our nets.” Based on this biblical
metaphor, | want to suggest that the proper and primary role of all leaders in the home based ekklesia which God is building
is to serve one another by helping each other “mend our nets.” | believe an examination of several biblical passages will
reveal several important leadership principles which will demonstrate my understanding of the role of leaders.

, Scripture: And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as
pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints forthe work of service, to the building up of the
body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowled ge of the Son of God, to
a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fulness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-
13)

Observation: God gave the five-fold ministry gifts to the church for (a word which implies purpose) the
“equipping” of the saints for the work of service. The Greek word translated “equipping” is katartidzo.

Principle: If we as leaders are not helping others to mend their nets and restore orderin their lives,
we are not fulfilling our calling.

) Scripture: “And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his
brother, in the boat with Zebed ee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. And they
imm ediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him.” (Matthew 4:21-22)

, Scripture: “And going on a little farther, He saw Jam es the son of Zebede e, and John his brother, who were also
in the boat mending the nets. And immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in
the boat with the hired servants, and went away to follow Him.” (Mark 1:19-20)

Observation: There are many observations we could make regarding these passages, including the fact that
the mending of nets here was a collective (team) effort which involved everyone in a common task. But we
shouldn’t miss the importance of the task. Without proper mending of broken nets, the task of fishing ground
to a halt. The proper mending of the nets of our lives in house church must occur if the task of the church in
bringing the Kingdom of God to the world is to go on.

Principle: It's impossible to fish with broken nets.

) Scripture: “Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be
no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
(1 Corinthians 1:10)

Observation: This is a passage about unity in the church. There is much talk today about “unity” among
believers, but no apparent understanding that “unity” begins in the local house church. Paul’'s solution to
“divisions” in the church is “to be mended” together. Nothing heals divisions and builds unity better than the
body and its leaders coming together inthe common task of mending one another’s nets.



Principle: When house churches and their leaders mend nets together as a team the result is unity.

Scripture: “Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1)

Observation: What | notice here is that the emphasis of this passage is not upon the trespass, but upon the
importance of manifesting a spirit of gentleness (i.e., humility) in the process of restoration (katartidzo). People
are going to be “overtaken before one has the opportunity to flee” (the meaning of the word) by a lapse, error
or transgression. The call of biblical leadership is to manifest a spirit of humility as we restore that person by
helping them to m end their broken net.

Principle: Helping someone else mend their broken net requires humility on our part.

Scripture: “For what thanks can we renderto God for you in retum for all the joy with which we rejoice before
our God on your account, as we night and day keep praying most earnestly that we may see your
face, and may complete what is lacking in your faith?” (1 Thessalonians 3:9-10)

Observation: Paul understood that “net mending” was a team activity, and he longed to be with the
believers in Thessalonica so that he could have a part in making them “complete” helping them mend their
nets. Paul understood thatwe all need the ministry of people with other gifts and callings in our lives in order
for our faith to be made complete.

Principle: We need the ministry of others in our lives to mend our nets and to make up what is
lacking in our faith.

Scripture: “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the
blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will,
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever
and ever. Amen.” (Hebrews 13:20-21)

Scripture: “And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.” (1 Peter 5:10)

Observation: Both the author of Hebrews and the Apostle Peter saw the same principle at work in the body
of Christ. They both saw that, ultimately, it is God - through Jesus - Who is the one mending our nets to
equip and perfect us. God uses all of the ministry and leadership gifts together to accomplish His purpose
of mending our nets and equipping us for ministry in His Kingdom.

Principle: Ultimately, it is God Himself Who mends our nets, but He usually does it through His
appointed & gifted people.



